|4
L2

.

_nhl report says. ..

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000201000010-7

ARTICLE APPEARED
0N PAGE é -~/

¥
b
[

warfare test

By Caris Szechenyi
- Of the Mid-America Staft
. © 1980, The Kansas City Times .
The Army Chemical Corps, working
with the Central Intelligence Agency,
conducted open-air'chemical warfare !

tests 35 times..in the streets of Sty

Louis in the spring of 1953, according"’
to declassified federal documents. . -
The documents- reveal that zinc,
cadmium sulfide was sprayed in 20.°
residential areas, 13 downtown.loca- -
tions and two larger, 5-square-mile.
sections of thecity. - ~ .. aeimr
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The documents were obtained by |
the Church of Scientology, and the in-

formation was cox__xfirmed by an Army .

I
i

N

official.

2 /
No adverse bealth effects have been” }.*
recorded as a result of the tests, ac-:'{.

[“equipment was set up at e garage,i
<. which was in the western part of the!

cording to Dr. Helen Bruce, the city’s

bealth commissioner.

~.But she and numerous other long- i

term city officials said they were un-

aware of the chemical warfare testing | N AN
until they were called by The Kansas }sites were rot identified. .-

City Times.

R . D .
Officials of the Church of Scientolo- "~ After the chemical was released,

gy say they are asking toxicologists to
study the potential effect the chemical
“eould have had on the heaith of St.
Louis residents in the 1950s. R
The tests apparently were designed
to study the offensive capabilities of
chemical warfare and to gauge the
* yulnerability of U.S. cities to Soviet
- chemical attacks. . &

Zine cadmium. sulfide, a yellow

crystalline substance, is not known to
have any adverse effect on livirg or-

ganisms because it is rather insoluble | gists have been trying to piece togeth--
and' enters the system very: squ_le i

chemical experts say. .
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; ington .confirmed -that the -Army
Chemical Corps, which no longer ex-

Louis. v I
.. A CIA spokesman, Cathy Pherson,
- said that “back in the 1850s, there was
Ya lot of cooperation betweea the
“Chemical Corps and the CIA.”

The Chemical Corps conducted the
aerosol tests with zine cadmium sul-
fide from a second-floor garage at

5389 Pershing Ave. in St. Louis, ac-
cording to the recently released docu-
ments. About 12,600 pourds of testing

city, for use in the experim
* 'An undetermined amount of the
chemical was released mechanically

-5t in powder form during the ' meorning, !

afternoon and early evening at Forest
i Park, the city’s largest, and from two
rooftops in the city. The other test
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<. Army Maj. Lee Delorme in Wash-'

ists, performed the experiments in St.-

%o, “Minor- difficulties’ with the Park
- Commission were ironed out with the
_.completion’of the change in city ad-
¢ moiristration,”” says- one-of the 70
- T‘lm%._~ . E S RS P
" The documents also say various in-
dustries gave the Army permission to
use their property as field sites for the
tests.The- Monsanto Co.;{a :major
chemical firm ia St. Louis, the Soco-

" pages of documents reviewed by The

ny-Vacuum refinery in East St: Louis, |

1l., and Granite City Steel Co., which
is in an Titois suburb of St. Louis, are
among those mentiored as having co-
operatedintheeffort, ;5 ~-o e -
“The ‘chefnical released in St: Louis
apparently was traced to some resi-
dential dwellings. Toe documents
state that some residents *‘were found
to be extrémely cooperative’:when
asked to allow air samples to be taken
intheirhomes. . : - - ‘pigied
-+ «Pepetration of downtown buildings
by the aerosol cloud was observed,”
the documents alsonote. 3 -

“the fallout was measured on clean,;
: glass plates at five places up to 1,500
feet downwind of the releasz poiot.:

: Bafore the tests were made, Army
officials met with city officials wko
for the most part cooperated fully

However, many of the leading city of-"
ficials at the time of the tests, includ-
ing the police ¢hief and the mayor,
have died since then. | e s o

_would have to release its cadmium:

i compone

_ing organisms, according to 2 1975 re-
* port on environmental pollutants by

the Congressional Research Service.. :

Continuous exposure to” very low
levels of cadmium could cause chron-.

_ ickidney damage in people, the report
. says. Extended exposure to high con~

centrations of cadmium can contrib. fered some. resistance to tbe testing.
‘ute to cancer, hypertension and car-

diovascular disease,. thecongressm—
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ot, which.would require a_mote a __ﬁ_xorato_riuql on-all chemical -
“'prolonged chemical change. If. the - warfare, including its reported use by
cadmium were released, however, the the Soviét Union In Afghanistan. 5% 7
toxic metal could concentrate in liv-.': -'We're planningto sponsor an in-

~“For' several years, the Scientolo-

:er thousands:of censored documents .
pertaining ' to ~CIA-sponsored - germ.
warfare experiments. in the United :
States. The Scientologists want to pro-

terriational conference to discuss an
accord on this,” said Jim Thompsoz, .
a Scientology spokesman. i< T Sy

The: documents pertaining to St.
, Louis were obtained through the Free- -
‘dom of Information Act. They indi--

rcate that the; Parks Commission of-

with the project, the documents say. |

In St. Louis, 197 civilians were hired
by the Chemical Corps to work part
time or full time’on the program. At
least 17,591 man-hours were spent on
the project, the docwnents skow. -

in St. Louis made it difficult to obtain
adequate persounel,: particularly re-
spoasible persornel,” the documents
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% *The scope of several of the tests
,-was limited by failure of employees to
‘report for:duty. It was necessary to
‘discard some data because of poor
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However. *“The tight labor market!

quality and incompleteness,” the doc-.
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